Mnited States Court of Appeals
for the Foweeth Tivenit

CHAMBERS OF
SMICHAEL LUTTIG
CTIRCUIT JoDGE

May 10, 2006

President Ceorge Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20508

(]

Dear Mr. President:

Please accept this letter as my resigration from the United
States Court of Appeale for the Fourth Circuit, effective
immediately.

Iz is the createst honor of my life to have served zs a
federal judge for the past 15 vears.

For ag long zs I can remember, it was my dream to serve on
the Unlted States Court of Avppeals, and the experience has far
exceeded even all that I had imagined. It is little
overstatement to say that I have Loved every single aspect and
every single moment of my service.

“t has been a particular privilece to serve on the court in
the aftermath of the attack on the Urited States of September 27,
200, during which Zime, in Zhe context 57 the country’ g
prosecution of those who commizted the ztrocities against America
cn that morning, the court has been asked to addrezg some of tre
most complex and far-reaching legal guestions cf our day.

I could not kave imagined that I would ever leave the court,
50 great is my respect for ard complete commitment o the federal
judiciary. Tt certainly had rever crossed my mind that I wight
leave at this poin:t during my tenure.

However, through gheer serendipity, an cpportunity to serve
as 8Berilor Vice 2resident and Genera . Counsel of The Boeing
Company presented tself to me a few weeks agc. And after many
nours cof discussion with Elizabetn, she and I decided tha= =hic
s a singular oppertunity that we cannot forgo.



First of all, The Boeirng Company is an American icon. There
is just something lqrger than life about the company. From the
global travel it enables through izs commercial alrcraft, to the
coentributions that it makes to our wilitary creparedness ard
space exvloration, its work and its products completely cacture
the imaginaticn.

Additionally, the Boeing Board of Directors nas recently
electea a rnew Chief Executive Cfficer, James McNerrey. And
after having spent a not Iinconsiderable amount of time with Jim
over the past several weeks, I believe that he is cne of the wost
impressive business leaders in Emerica. I also telieve that the
management team he has brough:t uogether to take Boeing forward
into its next generation is one of the most talented in the
ccuntry. The chance to become a part of such an exceptioral team
makes the cpportunity at Boeing even that much more exclting.

And last, and importantly, because of the centrzl role that
The Boeing Company plavs in the Nation’s defense and security --
& role tnat T te_ieve is distinctively imbued with the public
trust -- employment at Boeing will in effect permit me, through
service ir the private sector, to continue in a Zorm of service
to the public.

In a word, I believe in the mission of Boeing, which reaches
Zax beyond itself. Indeed, thougk I could have never expected
that the opportunity wculd present itseli, Boeing may well be the
cnly company in America for which I would have ever congidered
leaving the court.

I must say that the decision Elizabeth and I have made zo
accept this new challenge, as exhilarating as it iz, dces not
come without sadness, as 1t represents a parting from that which
I have held most dear for many years. I believe that service as
a2 Zederal judge ig one of the very highest callings in life. Anrg
I do rot believe for a moment that any job could be as perscnally
fulfilling as has been my service on the federzl berch. At the
end of the day, however, I am convinced that this is the righ=z
decigion for me at this time, and, most ‘mportantly, for my
~amily, to whom I owe my highest oblication. Thig is especiaily
82, as I am sure you can undersiand, giver that my daughter,
Morcan, 1s rapidly approaching college age, and my son, John, is
following not long behind.

Finally, Mr. President, I want to express my heartielt
thanks to ycour father, because of whom my profeseicnzl dreams in
life came true. For the cpportunities that have been mine



becausge of him, I will forever be grateful to him and :o vour
family.

I wish you every success during the remainder of vyour
Administration.

Regpectfuily,

il

Michael Luttig

W

co:  The Attorney General of cthe United States
Judges, United States Court of Avpezls
Zor the Fouxrth Circuit



